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What was life like for ordinary Egyptian people? 
Everyday life in Ancient Egypt 

Curriculum mapping 

History KS2 

• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared 
and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer, The Indus Valley, Ancient Egypt, The Shang Dynasty 
of Ancient China 

English lower KS2 – writing composition 

• discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its 
structure, vocabulary and grammar  

• discussing and recording ideas 
• composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich 

vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures 
• organising paragraphs around a theme 
• in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot  
•  in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings] 

English Upper KS2 – writing composition 

• identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar 
writing as models for their own  

• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance 

meaning 
• using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, 

headings, bullet points, underlining] 

Computing - KS2  

• select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of digital devices to design and 
create a range of programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, 
evaluating and presenting data and information 
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Introduction activity 

Ask the class to look at the image of this object and try to guess what it might be 

 

• Watch the video located here  for the answer. 

It is a spindle whorl and it was used in the production of cloth/linen fabric in ancient Egyptian times. 

It was used to maintain the speed of the ‘spin’, which turned the raw flax into linen thread. This thread was then woven 
on looms. Egyptian fabric was extremely expensive and ancient Egyptians would care for their cloth very carefully.  

This wooden spindle whorl comes from the palace town of Gurob, home to a number of royal ladies between around 
1400 and 1200 BC. The king's wives and children lived in Gurob and were actively involved in the production of this very 
expensive linen cloth, which was renowned for its quality.  

• How did this wooden spindle whorl survive intact for so long?   
• Ask pupils to give you some ideas of how it survived, when wood is a fragile material and will decay fairly 

quickly.  

Explain that although it is near green farmland, the dryer desert environment of the town of Gurob had preserved 
wooden objects such as this spindle whorl for thousands of years. Objects such as these spindle whorls would not be 
placed in tombs and so do not usually survive from ancient Egypt, as they would be reused after death. Although the 
fabrics produced, as we learnt in the video, would be buried with the person in the tomb or burial site wrapped 
amongst the linen bandages of the mummies. 

• Watch the video located here to watch how a spindle whorl is used to create thread or wool using the exact 
same technique as the ancient Egyptian cloth makers would have used. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://videocentralhd.lgfl.org.uk/Premium_Watch.aspx?vid=CBSbof0imrPl7i
https://lgfl.planetestream.com/View.aspx?id=574%7E3D%7EmLKKCh
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Main part of the lesson 

Explain to the class that although we have learnt a lot about the Pharoahs and the gods of Egypt we must not forget 
that there are ordinary people who lived and worked in ancient Egypt. Not everyone was a nobleman or woman and 
lived a luxurious life. When people talk about ancient Egypt, they often only talk about the pharaohs and gods because 
these are the Egyptians that were written about and who left the incredible artefacts and buildings that were 
discovered and gave us an insight into this fascinating ancient world. 
 
But it was the ordinary Egyptians, the men, women and children who built these great monuments, created the 
treasures made out of gold and jewels that we discover, grew and harvested food and lived out their lives along the 
great river Nile in the dry heat of ancient Egypt. 
 
Discuss as a class what the pupils think the life of an ordinary Egyptian worker/person would be like.  

Use page 18 of the LGfL Active worksheet resource and ask pupils to read the text, choose one aspect of a role that an 
everyday ancient Egyptian might have: 

• farmer 
• builder 
• servant/slave  
• craftsperson – carver, potter, spinner, painter, weaver, tomb painter etc. 

 
 
Pupils may like to use this site http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/life/story/main.html that tells to story of the difference 
between a day in the life of a nobleman and of a farmer to draw out some details.  
 

• Pupils can also use the AR activity within this page 18 of the LGfL Active worksheet resource to investigate what 
a house would be like for an ordinary Egyptian. 

 
• Ask pupils to present their research about everyday ancient Egyptians lives in a format of their choosing – diary 

extract, letter, newspaper article etc. 
 
Plenary 

Share pupil’s research and discuss findings.  

• Watch the video located here  

What is a scribe?  

Discuss why not everybody in ancient Egypt could read or write.  

Discuss how the ancient Egyptians of the Middle Kingdom (c. 2055-1650 BC) believed that wealthy people could enjoy 
the continued service of their servants in the afterlife by including painted wooden models of those individuals in their 
tombs. This model of a scribe was found in a tomb so the wealthy deceased Egyptian knew that writing was an 
important craft in ancient Egypt, as very few people had the skills required, and wanted the icon of his scribe servant 
buried with him for use in the afterlife. This is more evidence that reading and writing were important skills and people 
who could read and write were extremely respected members of society. 

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/life/story/main.html
https://videocentralhd.lgfl.org.uk/Premium_Watch.aspx?vid=rc8PvJtQCiyqEw
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